VAZHAKUNNAM AS A DRAMATIST

son of Mandhata and his name is considered auspicious to be
remembered at morning and night/'7 These facts underline the
qualifications ofMucukunda.

Through the drama Vazhakunnam has been successful in high-
lighting the role of the great Bhagavata commentator Sridharacariar
in the new world. The most striking dramatic talent of
Vazhakunnam is evidenced in the fact that he has not even men-
tioned the name of Sridharacariar any where in the drama. But at
the same time any common reader gets the clear idea that
Mucukunda is going to be born again as none other than
Sridharacariar. The master dramatist leaves it blank for the unique
solution to be guessed between the lines.

Vazhakunnam himself being a Bhagavata commentator is the
most qualified person to write a drama on Sridharacariar, the
great Bhagavata commentator. He has done it with great sincerity
and skill.

Unlike other dramatists, Vazhakunnam wrote his dramas giv-
ing emphasis to moral and spiritual values. For this he selected his
plots from Ramayana, Bhagavata and Mahabharata. Out of his six
dramas the one on Valniiki and Vyasa reminds one of his admi-
ration for these great poets and their works. On Mahabharata,
Mohanlal Vidyarthi has remarked,68 'Tt is great as a collection of
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